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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A service retrieval apparatus which provides a retrieval 
service for retrieving a service provided by a server connected to a network in response to a 
request from a client and returning a result of the retrieval, comprising: 

a_retrieval moans which u nit that sets a_retrieval conditions condition 
according to the request from said -the client and performs a first retrieval over the network for 
a service retri e ves a service based upon the set retrieval conditions condition : bb4 

a_retrieval result judgment moans which u nit that j udges whether or not a 
result of the first retrieval by said r e tri e val moans satisfies judgment criteria set in 
advanco, adv£ince: and 

wh e r e in, wh e n it is judged by said retri e val result judgm e nt m e an s that th e 

r e tri e val r e sult do e s not satisfy the judgment criteria, said r e tri e val m e ans chang e s th e 
retrieval conditions and performs r e trieval again. 

a retrieval result output unit that outputs the result which is judged to satisfy the 

judgment criteria: 

wherein when it is judged that the result of the first retrieval does not satisfy the 

judgment criteria, the retrieval unit changes the retrieval condition and performs a second 
retrieval over the network. 

2. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein, when it is judged by said r e tri e val result judgm e nt m e ans that the-a 

number o f one or more services included in the retrieval result has not reached A©-a_lower 
limit number of s e rvices set as the judgment criteria, said -the retrieval m e ans u nit changes the 
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retrieval conditions condition so as to be wider and performs the second retrievaL r etrieval 
again . 

3. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein said -the r etrieval means -unit p erforms the second retrieval with 

respect to a new retrieval range excluding the-a.range for which the first r etrieval has alr e ady 
be«^is_performed. 

4. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein, when it is judged by aaid r e trieval r e sult judgm e nt m e ans that flie-a 

number o f one or more services included in the result of the first retrieval exceeds an r otrioval 
result has exceed e d th e u pper limit number of services set as the judgment criteria, said-the 
retrieval me^ts -unit changes the retrieval conditions condition s e-^to be narrower 
porforms -to perform the second retrieval. rotrioval again. 

5. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said -the r etrieval mems -unit p erforms the second r etrieval with 

respect to a new retrieval range excluding the-a.range for which the first retrieval is 
performed. r otrioval has already been porformo dr 

6. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein eai4 -the retrieval means-unit jorforms narrowing narrows down 

retrieval of th e a_range for which the first retrieval is performed for performing the second 
retrievaL r etrieval has alr e ady boon perform e d. 

7. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising a_reply unit that moans which rearranges the result of the retrieval by th e 
rotrioval m e ans b ased upon values with respect to attribute items included in the retrieval 
conditions, condition, and then returns the retrieval r esult of the retrieval to said client. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A plurality of service retrieval apparatuses which 
provide a retrieval service for retrieving a service provided by a server connected to a network 
in response to a request from a client and returning a result of the retrieval, the svstem 
comprising: 

a service information database whieb -that stores service information including 
address information and installation position information of s€ftd -the server Eind attribute 
information of a service provided by said -the server; 

a service retrieval apparatus database which, that, w hen said -the network is 
divided into a plurality of sub-networks, stores address information and installation position 
information of a service retrieval apparatus with each sub-network included in a retrieval 
range; 

a_retrieval range setting m e ans which u nit that , by retrieving 5aid -the service 
retrieval apparatus database based upon inputted retrieval conditions, sp e cify^ specifies one or 
more service retrieval apparatuses conforming to the retrieval conditions and set -sets sub- 
networks, which correspond to said -the specified service retrieval apparatuses, as a retrieval 
range for the request; 

— r e tri e val m e ans which caus e s said r e trieval rang e s e tting m e ans to s e t a range 

for retri e val in r e sponse to a r e qu e st from said client and requests its own s e rvic e r e tri e val 
apparatus or other s e rvic e r e trieval apparatus e s included in the sot r e trieval rang e to perform 

retri e val to th e reby e x e cut e s e rvic e retri e val; and 

r e tri e val r e sult judgm e nt m e ans which judges whether or not a r e sult of the 

retrieval by said retri e val m e ans satisfi e s judgm e nt criteria set in advanc e , 

wherein, when it is judged by said retrieval result judgment means that the 

r e tri e val r e sult does not satisfy th e judgm e nt crit e ria, said retrieval m e ans changes the 
r e tri e val rang e corr e sponding to th e r e qu e st from said cli e nt and p e rforms r e tri e val again. 

-4- 
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a retrieval unit that executes a first retrieval over the network for a service 

according to the set retrieval ranee for the request: 

a retrieval result judgment unit that judges whether or not a result of the first 

retrieval satisfies judgment criteria set in advance; and 

a retrieval result output unit that outputs the result which is judged to satisfy 

the judgment criteria: 

wherein, when it is judged that the result of the retrieval does not satisfy the 

judgment criteria, the retrieval unit changes the retrieval conditions and performs a second 
retrieval over the network. 

9. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatuses according to claim 8, 
wherein, when it is judged by said r e trieval result judgm e nt m e ans that ^he-a 

number of one or more services included in the retrieval r esult of the retrieval h as -does not 
reached th e reach a lower limit number of s e rvic e s set as the judgment criteria, sai4-the 
retrieval fHeansunit changes the retrieval conditions according to th e r e quest from said cli e nt 
so as to be wider and performs to perform the second retrieval. rotrioval again. 

10. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatuses according to claim 9, 
wherein said -the retrieval moans u nit p erforms the second r etrieval with 

respect to a new retrieval range excluding the-a_range for which the first r etrieval has alr e ady 
be«5-is_performed. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatuses according to claim 8, 
wherein, when it is judged by said r e trieval r e sult judgment moons that the-a 

number of one or more services included in the retri e val result has exce e d e d th e result of the 
first retrieval exceeds an u pper limit number of s e rvices set as the judgment criteria, s«d-ti[ie 
retrieval means -unit changes the retrieval conditions corresponding to the request from said 
client so as to be narrower and performs to perform the second retrieval. r e tri e val again. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatuses according to claim 1 1, 
wherein said -the r etrieval m e ans u nit performs the second retrieval with 

respect to a new retrieval range excluding the-a_range for which the first retrieval has already 
beeH-is_performed. 

13. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatuses according to claim 12, 
wherein scad -the retrieval moons u nit p erforms narrowing n arrows down 

retri e val of th e arrange for which the first retrieval has alr e ady b e en is performed to perform 
the second retrieval . 

14. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval apparatuses according to claim 8, 
further comprising a_reply means which unit that rearranges the result of the retrieval by said 
retrieval means b ased upon values with respect to attribute items included in the retrieval 
conditions, and then retums the retrieval result of the retrieval to said client. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A client apparatus which retrieves a servic e over a 
network provided by a server connected to a - the network in response to a service retrieval 
request and sends the service retrieval request to a service retrieval apparatus providing a 
retrieval service for returning a result of the retrieval, comprising: 

retrieval result receiving means which reoeiv e s for receiving a retrieval result 
sent fi-om said service retrieval apparatus in response to the service retrieval request; 

selection means which s e lects for selecting one or more attribute4t€ ffl items , 
magnitudes of which can be compared, fi-om attribute items included in retrieval conditions of 
the service; and 

output means which rearrang e s for rearranging a plurality of items of service 
information included in the retrieval result based upon values of the attribute items selected 
by said selection means included in each item of service information to output the service 
information. 
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16. (Currently Amended) A service retrieval method which retrieves a service 
provided by a server connected to a network in response to a request from a client and retums 
a result of the retrieval, comprising: 

a retri e val st e p of setting a_retrieval conditions condition in response to a 
request of the elieft ^client: 

and retriev e s a s e rvioo basod upon performing a first retrieval over the network 

for a service based upon the set-retrieval conditions x ondition : 

a r e tri e val result judgment st e p of j udging whether or not a result of the first 
retrieval by said r e trieval step satisfies judgment criteria set in advance; and 

a reply step of r eturning the result of the retrieval which is judged to satisfy the 

judgment criteria by said retri e val m e ans to said -the e tieHt rclient: and 

wh e r e in, when it is judged by said r e trieval r e sult judgm e nt st e p that the 
retrieval r esult of the retrieval does not satisfy the judgment criteria, said retrieval stop 
changes changing t he retrieval condition conditions and p e rforms t o perform a second 
retrieval over the network. r otrioval again. 

17. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval method according to claim 16, 
further comprising: 

wh e r e in, when it is judged by said retrieval result judgment st e p that thea 
number of one or more services included in the retrieval result of the retrieval h €ts -does n ot 
reached th e reach a lower limit number of s e rvices set as the judgment criteria, said retrieval 
stop changes changing the retrieval conditions so as condition to be wider and porfoF ms-to 
perform the second retrieval. r otri oval again. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval method according to claim 17, 
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wherein said retrioval m e ans performs retrioval the second retrieval is 
performed with respect to a new retrieval range excluding the-a_range for which the first 
retrieval has already boon is performed. 

19. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval method according to claim 16 
further comprising: 

whoroin, when it is judged by said r e tri e val r e sult judgm e nt st e p t hat the-a 
number of one or more services included in the retrieval r e sult has e xc ee d e d th e result of the 
first retrieval exceeds an upper limit number of servic e s set as the judgment criteria, said 
retrieval step chang e s changing the retrieval conditions so as condition t o be narrower and 
performs retrieval ggain. to perform the second retrieval. 

20. (Currently Amended) The service retrieval method according to claim 1 9, 
wherein a range for which the first retrieval is performed is narrowed down to 

perform the second retrieval, said r e trieval st e p performs narrowing down retrieval of the 
rang e for which r e tri e val has already be e n perform e d. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The service retrieval method according to claim 16, 
further comprising a reply st e p of rearranging the result of the retrieval by said r e tri e val st e p 
bas e d upon values with respect to attribute items included in the retrieval 
condition s condition , and th e n r e tums returning the rearranged r etrieval r esult of the retrieval 
to said-the client. 



